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A Message from Our Senior Pastor 

The stops and starts of spring this year have taken their toll. February was more like April with warm days of 

sunshine, perfect for blossoms to bloom and fairways to call. Redbud trees were in bloom, tiny crocus plants 

crept up, and daffodils signaled new life. March, however, has been more like February with sub-freezing 

temperatures, snow and ice!!! Blooms shriveled, as did opportunities to walk those fairways, and now the 

reality of a late winter resurgence is casting a bit of a shadow over the Annual Cherry Blossom Festival in DC. 

Spring’s promise has given way to winter’s last gasp. 

We should have seen it coming. It’s happened before, the sense that somehow we have dodged the clutches of 

winter with an early spring, only to be rudely brought back to reality. Confronted, however, with the sensory 

overload of nature’s early spring revival, we joined the chorus of praise and welcomed this anomaly with 

reckless abandon. 

Wait, though — all is not lost. Winter cannot hang on much longer. Indeed, even now signs are being renewed 

that spring is coming. These stops and starts are at times discouraging, and yet they cannot persist. 

The cross yet lies before us. It is the reminder of heartache and setback that marked the final days of Jesus 

before he was crucified. The celebration of Palm Sunday and its cries of “Hosanna” and “Hail to the King of 

Israel” which greeted Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem were quickly forgotten by the end of the week, when 

perhaps some of those same voices shouted throughout the crowd, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” It appeared 

the blooming flower of salvation was suddenly and unexpectedly overcome by the cold shadow of human sin. 

The story didn’t end there, however. The promise that had been seen in the budding words and acts of hope 

and life that came from Jesus could not be destroyed by the chilling power of human greed, envy, and self-

righteousness. This promise came forth from the tomb in glorious full bloom that could not ever be destroyed. 

This is the story of light in darkness, hope in discouragement, and life overcoming death. “I am the resurrection 

and the life,” Jesus said, and the shadows of sin and death were exposed and overtaken. 

The momentary return of winter cannot define the coming spring. The tomb of death cannot hold the living 

Christ. There is a place for mourning and sorrow for sin, but there is also a moment of renewal and courage 

found in the assurance of Easter. Glory to God! Glory to God! 

April will soon be gone and the time you and I share as pastor and people will come to a close. Such transition 

can be a daunting experience, with a future yet to be discovered. Hope, however, lies not in the stops and starts 

of human experience, but rather in the eternal One whose promises are the same today as they were thousands 

of years ago…fifty-two years ago…even fifteen and one-half years ago. 

God is good, dear friends, all the time...in season and out. Glory to God! Glory to God! 

Jim Abernathy 
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In Our Prayers . . .  

Al & Carolyn Sanders; Aminata Jalloh and her son and father; Anne Daly; Andy Willetts; Berkley 

McKenzie;  Bob Shelton, and his sister; Carolyn Dickens’ friend Teri Furman; Cathy Hallmark’s brothers 

Pete and Tommy Burrell; Charlene Cozart; Charles Beam; Chuck Young, and his father; Dale Yingling and 

family; Dave Schmitz; Del Purkey’s father; Dennis Hunt’s father; Diane Winegar; Ed & Karen Armstrong; 

Ed Tarlosky; Eddie Maguire’s friends June & Joe Aguello and Angie Brayboy; Elise Clark; Ellen 

Abernathy; Eric Williams; Ethel Mitchell; Faye Riley; Gary Gillespie; Greisy Acosta’s mother; Helen Hill; 

Jackie Weaver; Jim Crupper; Josh Towner*; Joy Earner’s neighbor David Gordon; Joyce Taormina’s 

husband, Augie; Kathy Boothe; Kathy Freeman’s father and mother; Landon Taylor (El Salvador); LaVonne 

Boyer’s daughter; Lee Christensen; Lera League; Lynda Maguire, and her friend Annette Davis; Martha 

Newman’s sister Mary Ellen; Megan Purkey and Caryn Devine’s aunt Maureen Devine; Nancy Graham; 

Olga Teutler’s father-in-law and her friend’s mother; Pam Daly; Pam & Thomas Daly’s friend Maryann 

Ridge; Susan Edson’s friend Nancy Dodd; Vernon and Birdie Fash; Wakie Paganelli; Wallace Brinkley, and 

Wallace and Phyllis’s friend Skip Gallager; and Yvonne Bryant.  *Active Duty Military 
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Westwood Member News 

With SympathyWith SympathyWith SympathyWith Sympathy    

We extend our Christian sympathy to Eddie Maguire and his 

family on the passing of his brother; to Baxter Griffith and his 

family on the passing of his wife Eileen; and to Richard and 

Shelly Benham on the passing of Shelly’s father. 

DedicationDedicationDedicationDedication    

Curtis Alexander Ross Wilson was dedicated 

in worship on March 12. 
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In March we welcomed many new members to Westwood! Above: Madeleine League joined Westwood on March 5.  

Evelyn and Massey Keene, and Charlie, Mindy, Simon, and Alex Burts joined on March 19. Below: The Romero family — 

Hugo, Leah, Pearla, and Ana — and Dave and Holly Schmitz joined on March 26. Welcome to our growing family! 

Westwood Member News (cont’d) 

A Message from Dan and Laura  
Greetings from Japan! It has been our privilege and honor to serve the Lord in this 

beautiful country for the past nineteen years. We had no idea what God had in store for 

us when He called us here. He provided opportunities to work, to witness, and to wor-

ship with believers from many nations. He is truly an awesome God! We know that He 

will continue to do great things in Japan.   

We believe that God is calling us back to America. We will arrive on April 20. Laura 

will be starting massage therapy school in July, and Dan will be seeking employment. 

We are sad to leave our life and friends in Japan, but it is a comfort to know that we will 

soon be with our Westwood family. Our hope is to get connected with individuals, groups and ministries within the 

church. We ask for your prayers during this time of transition.  

Westwood Baptist Church has been an integral part of our work in Japan. Your generous contributions enabled us to 

continue in our ministry. Your prayers lifted us up in times of sorrow and joy. Your letters, cards and gifts made us 

smile and rejoice in you. Thank you for being our partner.  

With love and gratitude, 

Dan Earner and Laura Bryant-Earner 

Photograph by Ginger Schiffner 
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HOLY WEEK AT WESTWOOD 

Palm Sunday 
April 9 

Worship at 11 a.m. 
Message: “Standing Up . . . Together” 
Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Labyrinth Available Throughout Holy Week in Whitten Hall 
 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 13 

Worship at 7:30 p.m. 
Tenebrae Service with Communion 

 
 

Easter 
April 16 

Community Sunrise Worship Service 
6:30 a.m. at Springfield Country Club 

Worship at 11 a.m. 
Messages: “Hope” and “When Seeing Isn’t Believing” 

Jeremiah 31:1-6; Matthew 28:1-7 
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April 28-30, 2017 

Farewell Weekend Celebration for  

Jim, Cindy, and Clayton Abernathy 
at Westwood Baptist Church 

 

Friday, April 28 at 6-8 pm 

Farewell/Drop-By Evening  

Honoring Our Senior Pastor and Family 
Dessert in the Courtyard 

 

Saturday, April 29 at 5 pm 

The U.S. Army Chorus 
Special Music Program in Sanctuary 

This concert is open to the public. Invite your friends and neighbors! 
 

Sunday, April 30 

9:30-10:15 am Doughnuts and Coffee 
In Narthex 

10:30 am Worship Service 
In Sanctuary 

12:30 pm Catered Lunch 
In Whi"en Hall—By Reserva'on 

 

For informa'on, contact: 

Martha Lee Fugate, 703-644-0658 / mlfugate@cox.net 

Virginia Hole, 703-455-2743 / ladysam123@verizon.net 
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Earth Day Work Day 

April 22 is Earth Day, an appropriate time for us to 

clean up around our church property, and also 

participate in the Adopt-A-Highway commitment we 

have to a section of Old Keene Mill Road. We will 

start around 9 a.m. Bring your gloves, rakes, blowers 

and plan to help care for our grounds and the 

roadside along Old Keene Mill Road. Together we 

care for this wonderful creation God has given! 

Worship Deacon 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 is 

EARTH DAY 

 

CHURCH WORK DAY & 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 

CLEANUP 
9 AM-12 PM 

Bring your gloves, rakes 

and blowers! 

Join Us! 

At our Women on a Mission meeting in 

March an enthusiastic group of 

Westwood women and friends stuffed 

and sewed 38 mastectomy pillows which 

will be delivered to Inova Fairfax 

Hospital. We added a small pink ribbon, 

the symbol for breast cancer survival, to 

each of the pillows.  

In April we will be decorating small tote bags to be 

given out to children who are entering the hospital at 

NIH for treatment.  Please join us for this very 

special project for little ones. We will meet on 

Wednesday, April 5 at 10 a.m. in Whitten Hall.  We 

hope to see you there. 

Judi Kern and Joy Earner 

ECHO Yard Sale is coming!   

Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 22 to join the 

fun at the St. Bernadette Church gymnasium from 8 

a.m.-noon for ECHO’s semi-annual yard sale. The 

sale of donated items benefits ECHO, and shoppers 

always enjoy the hunt for “treasures.”  

St. Bernadette Church is located at 7600 Old Keene 

Mill Road, Springfield.   

Community Involvement 

Women on a Mission 
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Church Family Night 

The Weekly Schedule 

Our regular Wednesday schedule begins with dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

(reservations required), followed by preschool, children’s and youth 

activities at 6:15, and an adult seminar at 6:30. Sanctuary Choir 

rehearsal begins at 7:15.  

• Preschoolers enjoy puppet fun with “Dina and Theo,” choir with Mr. 

Ariel and Mrs. Wanda, and a story, craft, and playtime with volunteer 

leaders.  

• Elementary children split their time between music and missions 

education.  

• Youth meet with leaders for activities after dinner. 

Church-wide Potluck  
April 5 at 5:30 p.m. 

We give our cooking teams a break with potluck meals every month or 

two. These special evenings focus on fellowship, intergenerational 

mission, and other opportunities. Our next potluck is April 5 at 5:30 

p.m. Bring a dish or two to share. Drinks and utensils will be provided. 

No reservation is required.  

Children’s choir begins at 6. Preschool and youth activities begin at 

6:15. The final session of the adult seminar on The Screwtape Letters is 

at 6:30. 

Adult Seminar, “Why Should You Care?” 
Join Dr. Abernathy April 19 and 26 at 6:30 p.m. for a seminar 

discussion entitled, “Why Should You Care?” This two-week study will 

focus on the challenges before us in being good stewards of the 

wonderful creation God has provided. If, as scripture declares, the earth 

is the Lord’s, then what is our role as Christians in caring for all that 

God has made? Be part of this timely discussion as we seek to honor 

Creator and creation. 

The Wednesday 
Weekly Schedule 

5:30 pm Dinner 

6:00 pm Children’s Choir 

(through 4/19) 

6:15 pm Preschool, Children 

& Youth Activities 

6:30 pm Adult Seminar 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 

Making Reservations 

Deadline is Monday at 

noon! 

• Online at www.westwood-

baptist.org 

• Communication Card in 

Sunday bulletin 

• Call Church Office at     

703-451-5120 

• No reservations for 

potlucks! 

Dinner Prices 

Adults/5th grade and older: $5 

Children: $2.25 

Age 2 and under: Free 

Family Maximum: $17 

Important Dates 

 April 5 Potluck Dinner 

April 12 No CFN—Holy 

Week 

May 3 End of CFN Year 

Dinner 
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Global Missions Offering   
Over the years, Westwood 

has observed global 

missions offerings during 

Easter and Christmas.  

These seasons remind us of 

the wondrous gift and 

ultimate sacrifice we find in Jesus Christ.  Your gifts go 

around the corner and around the world to share the 

love of Christ. Offering envelopes are available in the 

pew racks and at the Welcome Center.  

Your gifts to this offering are distributed in the 

following way:  

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship  75% 

Baptist World Alliance  5% 

Serve Trust  4% 

BGAV (Virginia Baptists)  4% 

Dan and Laura Earner (Japan)  4% 

ECHO  4% 

NorthStar (Local Association of Churches)  4% 

Our Offering for Global Missions is being received 

throughout Lent. Please prayerfully consider making a 

generous gift to Global Missions as we honor the 

Savior, Jesus Christ, at this season of Lent. 

The Well 

This month The Well will meet on Monday, April 17 at 

7 p.m., when Rebecca, Lisa, Randa, and Dina will tell 

us about Westwood’s various programs for children. 

Participants will have the opportunity to get up close 

and personal with a FunDay School skit. Also, there are 

unconfirmed reports that Miss Dina may bring Theo! 

All women are invited. 

No Sunday School on April 30 

As part of the farewell Celebration Weekend for Jim, 

Cindy, and Clayton, our regular Sunday schedule will 

change. We will have doughnuts and coffee in the 

narthex before worship, and there will be an early start 

to the worship service at 10:30 on April 30. For more 

details, see page 5. Please join us as we celebrate the 

Abernathys! 

Church Life 

Don Forester Scholarship 

Don Forester loved and encouraged the youth of 

Westwood for many years. Three years ago, the Don 

Forester Scholarship fund was established to assist  

Westwood youth and their families with college 

expenses. Since that time, six awards have been given.  

Applications for this year’s Forester Scholarships are 

now available on the Westwood website and in the 

church office. High school seniors and current college 

undergraduates are eligible to apply. Multiple $1,000 

scholarships will be awarded this year. Applicants are 

encouraged to complete and submit their applications 

no later than May 15. Awards will be made in June. 

Women’s Retreat Planning 
September 22-24, 2017! The date is set and planning is 

underway for this year’s Women’s Retreat.  If you 

would like to help with the retreat or be part of the 

planning process, please contact Kathy Freeman at 703-

941-6576; Sandy Milam at 703-451-0919; Wanda 

Brown at 703-425-0715; Sarah Roberts at 703-402-

9819; or Randi Kudner at 718-570-9915. 
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Lenten Activity for Families 
As a fun family activity, this year we are asking 

Westwood families to create a Lenten scene, diorama, 

or table top display to be used for this year’s Jerusalem 

Walk. Use Legos, Play-Doh, action figures, or any type 

of art to demonstrate one of the scenes listed below. 

Scenes will be displayed in the Narthex. 

Palm Sunday 

Last Supper 

Garden of Gethsemane 

The Trial of Jesus 

The Crucifixion 

The Holy Vigil (Guarding of the Tomb) 

The Empty Tomb 

Please let me know if you would like to participate. 

Scenes will need to be completed by Palm Sunday.  

Hope you will join in the fun! 

Holy Week for Children at Westwood 

The Labyrinth will be set up in Whitten Hall during 

Holy Week. Please come for a designated children’s 

time on Good Friday, April 14 from 1-3 p.m.   

On Saturday, April 15, there will be a parent-led Egg 

Hunt. Hiding eggs on Westwood grounds for the 

different age groups will start at 10 a.m. and the egg 

hunt will commence soon after. Westwood families are 

invited to bring filled eggs for the hunt. 

On Easter Sunday during the FunDay School hour, 

Westwood children will participate in a special 

Jerusalem Walk. They will visit seven Biblical scenes 

depicting Palm Sunday through the Empty 

Tomb.  Displays will be created by Westwood families. Westwood’s Mother’s Day Out 

Sign up now for session 
starting in September. 

Call Gail Shelton 703-455-6360 

Tell your family and neighbors! 

 

C&P Spring Clean Out 
On Sunday, April 23 after worship parents and helpful 

children are invited to participate in the Spring Clean 

Out of the children’s areas. Have fun chatting with 

friends while we sort through cabinets in the downstairs 

FunDay School rooms and take inventory of supplies.   

April 30 Farewell Celebration 
There will be no FunDay School on April 30. We will 

join the congregation for doughnuts and juice in the 

narthex at 9:30 a.m. and a special worship service at 

10:30 to celebrate Pastor Jim’s retirement. Families are 

invited to sign up for a catered luncheon following 

worship in Whitten Hall. See page 5 for details. 

Rebecca Larson 
Director of Preschool & Children’s Ministries 

Preschool & Children’s Ministry 
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Lunch and Theater 

Following morning worship on Sunday, April 23, 

our www.GO group will enjoy lunch at the Asian 

Grill near Westwood, then head to the Alexandria 

Little Theater for the production of The Fabulous 

Lipitones at 3 p.m. This production tells the 

hilarious story of a barbershop quartet preparing 

for a competition when one of their members 

unexpectedly dies. His replacement is 

unconventional, but the laughter, friendship, and 

close harmonies of barbershop music make for a 

delightful adventure.  

Costs for this trip are $20 per person plus lunch. 

Sign up in the narthex at the Welcome Center. 
Personnel Committee Planning 

On Sunday, March 12 Westwood voted to seek an 

Intentional Interim Minister. The Personnel 

Committee has contacted the Center for 

Congregational Health and other organizations to 

gather names of candidates to be considered. The 

Committee will be working to identify a candidate 

to present to the church for final approval as soon 

as possible. We will continue to update you on our 

progress and would be happy to answer any 

questions.  

The Personnel Committee 

www.GO Older Adult Fellowship 

Canasta 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 

1-3 p.m. in Greenspring 

Village Towne Center  

Join us April 11 and 

25 for fun and 

fellowship. Canasta is 

a great game that’s 

fun and easy to learn. 

 

Personnel Committee 

Westwood Night at the Nationals 

Friday, June 9, at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Get your tickets beginning 

Sunday, April 2, to see the 

Washington Nationals take on 

the Texas Rangers. Our 

outfield reserved seats in 

Section 102 are $35 each and 

are available from Rev. Gray. 
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To the Congregation 

For the next couple of months, the general 

topic is “invest,”  specifically from Webster’s 

Dictionary, “to make use of for future benefits 

or advantages.” I mention this because people 

buy stuff all the time without any cost-benefit 

analysis in their lives. When talking about 

green initiatives, however, these same folks 

suddenly become economists. For example, a 

Ford Fusion hybrid costs $3000 more than a 

regular Ford Fusion, and that seems like too 

much! After five years, the saving is over $500 

per year, but it’s still hard for some of us to 

pay that extra cost in the beginning.  We also 

forget that we are putting a smaller cleanup 

burden on our grandchildren as well, so it is an 

investment in more that just dollars. 

From Dr. Paul Mills, Cambridge University, 

writing for the Jubilee Center: 

“The Creation narrative teaches that, 

while God is the source of all material 

resources, he has decided to entrust their 

preservation and development to 

humanity. In a number of parables, Jesus 

develops this theme by picturing his 

disciples as servants given charge of 

property. Their performance in its use will 

be assessed at the consummation of the 

kingdom. From Genesis 2:15, ‘The Lord 

God took the man and put him in the 

garden to work it and take care of it.’” 

Next month we’ll talk about relationships. 

Dave Schmitz 
Green Team 

Music Ministry 

“Spring Fling Thing” 

Join us in worship on April 23 for the 

annual Children’s Choir special program. 

Plan to be present to encourage our 

children as they sing and lead us in 

worship. 

Women in Ministry Sunday 

On May 14 the worship service will be led 

by the women of our church to honor the 

women who have touched our lives. The 

ladies of our choirs will sing, including 

children, youth and adults. 

You are invited to bring pictures of 

significant women in your lives to worship 

this day. A table will be set up in the 

sanctuary for displaying your pictures 

during the worship service. 

Green Team 
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Youth Ministry 

From Will 

When I was a child learning to read a calendar, I remember reading the names 

of holidays that I didn’t recognize. Holidays with names like Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur, Dhu al-Hijjah, and Ramadan sparked my imagination. Mostly, it 

was because the names sounded fun to my ear. Most of the time, though, I 

never thought about these holidays while they were happening. Where I grew 

up there were no Muslims or Jews; at least, none that I knew. They were just 

words on a calendar to me, and easy to forget. 

When I started seminary, however, I took a class in world religions, and my 

professor was one who believed the best way to learn was to go and meet the 

people you were reading about. So, we took road trips to mosques and 

synagogues where we sat down and got to ask questions. In a post-9/11 world, 

it was really powerful to spend time, share meals, serve the community, and 

even coordinate joint worship with people who spoke different languages and 

worshipped in ways I did not know. In those meetings I got to learn about why 

those words were on my calendar growing up, and it even informed how I 

looked at my own faith. 

Before then, I had no real concept of what it means to observe “High Holy 

Days.” The church that raised me did not observe Lent or Advent. The only 

Christian holy days we recognized were Christmas Day and Easter Sunday. 

Even with all of the talk of counting down the shopping days and singing of 

carols, the idea of really observing our faith tradition was not something I was 

accustomed to. Over the years, I learned more about the prayers and worship 

that the forebears of Christianity utilized around Easter and my faith started to 

come alive with new colors and depth. As my journey has continued, I have 

loved the opportunity to share these worship experiences with others. 

This year, we are barreling through Lent on our way to Easter 2017. For us, 

this is our high holy days. We are not Christians without Easter. As we 

approach that last week of Jesus’ life, we must recognize that this is recorded 

in all four Gospels, while the Nativity is only recorded in Luke and Matthew. 

With the Youth, we are going to continue our conversations around telling 

stories. During Holy Week we will participate in some special Spiritual 

Formation exercises. The youth would like for you to join us during those trips 

while we seek to worship our God during the most holy of days.  

Rev. Will Clapp 
Interim Minister with Youth 

Weekly Youth 
Schedule in April 

Sundays 
Cafe 9:30 am 
Sunday School 9:45 am 
Worship 11 am 
Youth Singers 5 pm 
Youth Dinner 6 pm 
Sunday Night Live!   
 6:30-7:45 

pm 
SNL Meals 
April 2 McKenzie 
April 9 Church 
April 16 No SNL 
April 23 No SNL 
April 30 Hope Class 
 
Special Events 

Holy Week Activities:  

Tue., 4/11 Mini Golf 

Thu., 4/13 Stations of the 
Cross/Franciscan 
Monastery 

 

Stay In Touch  
https://rallyhood.

com/westwood-

baptist-church-

youth-ministry 

https://www.face 

book.com/ 

Westwood Youth 

https://twitter.com/   

WestwoodYouth  

http://www. 

westwood-baptist. 

org/youth 

Will.Clapp@west 

wood-baptist.org 

Items for the May Westwood World are due by Monday, April 17 and should be sent to 

martha.newman@westwood-baptist.org 

Westwood Baptist Church, 8200 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, VA 22152 
703-451-5120   www.westwood-baptist.org 


